gozef Marianus Punit
(BiVSSC’lOP van g’[aurlcm

May 31,2002
In Response to Inquiries Concerning the Lady of All Nations Apparitions

AsBishop of Haarlem/Amgterdam, | have been requested to meke a Satement regarding the authenticity of
the gpparitions of Mary asthe Lady of All Nationsin Amgterdam during the years of 1945 -1959. Many
members of the faithful and bishops have emphasized the urgency for darification. | dso have been
persondly aware that this development of devotion, which has spanned over 50 years, cdll for this

Asit isknown, my predecessor, Msgr. H. Bomersand mysdf hed previoudy given permission for public
veneraion in 1996. Asto the supernatura character of the gpparitions and contents of the messages we
did not give our judgment, but declared that "everyoneisfree to make ajudgment for himsdf or hersdf
according to thar conscience” Having had a generdly postive attitude towards authenticity, we decided
to await further development and to "discern the soirit” further (cf. 1 Thes5:19-21).

Over the period of Sx subsaquent years, | observed that the devotion had taken its placein the piritud life

of millionsdl over theworld, and that it possessesthe support of many bishops. Many experiences of

conversion and reconciliation, aswell as hedings and specid protection dso have been reported tome. In

full recognition of the responghility of the Holy See, it is primarily the task of theloca bishop to spesk out

gmawceregadirg the authenticity of private reveaionsthet take place or have taken place within his
ocee

Therefore | have asked once again for the advice of theologians and psychol ogists concerning outcomes of
previousinvestigations, and the questions and objections deriving from them. Their recommendations Sate
that no theological or psychologica impediments for adedaration of supernaturd authenticity can be

found therein. | have dso requested the judgment of anumber of brother bishops concerning the fruits and
development of the devotion, who within their own dioceses have experienced astrong devotion of Mary as
the Mother and Lady of All Nations. In light and virtue of al these recommendations, testimonies, and
developments, and in pondering dl thisin prayer and theologicd reflection, | have cometo the condusion
that the gpparitions of the Lady of All Nationsin Amsterdam consst of asupernaturd origin.

Naturdly, the influence of the human dement il exigs Authenticimegesand visons are dways
trangmitted to us, in the words of Joseph Cardina Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine of
Faith, "through thefilter of our senses, which carry out awork of trandation...” and"'...areinfluenced by

the potentidities and limitations of the percaiving subject” (Cardind Reatzinger, Theological Commentary

In Pr)eparation for the Release of the Third Part of the Secret of Fatima, L 'Osservatore Romano, June 28,
2000).

Unlike Holy Scripture, private revelaions are never binding upon the conscience of thefaithful. They area
help in undergtanding the Sgns of thetimes and to help live more fully the Gospd (cf. Lk 12:56,
Catechismof the Catholic Church, n. 67). And the Signs of our times are dramatic. The devotion to the
Lady of All Nations can hep us, in my Sncere conviction, in guiding uson theright path during the present
serious dramaof our times, the path to anew and specid outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Who done can hed
the grest wounds of our times

Tofdlow thefurther development of this devotion and to cometo an even degper indght into its meaning,
| haveingdled acommisson whose task it will be to continue to document dl initiatives, experiences, and
testimonies semming from the devotion in order to help insure and preserve acorrect ecdesd and

theologicd progress of devation.
| hope this has provided sufficient information and darification.
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